
ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM TO THE QUEEN,

office of the College into contempt. This must be the effect

of the absurd plan proposed in the Charter. We might go
on to compare the last fifty extra-licentiates with the fifty

ancients, but we forbear, though their names are quite as

Well-known as the ancientWihtters and Fittons and Yonoes

and Dunnes. If the fifty old men of the College under the
present rigime are most of them fit for superannuation, how

will it be under a new Charter, when the " Catalogue" must

contain as many thousands of names as it now contains

hundreds !
♦

A very extraordinary report has obtained general circula
tion connected with the recent accouchement of her most gra

cious Majesty Queen Victoria. It has always been understood
by the profession that the births of the Royal children in

all instances have -been unattended by any peculiar or un
toward circumstances. Intense astonishment, therefore, has

been excited throughout the profession by the rumour that

her Majesty during her last labour was placed under the

influence of chloroform, an agent which has unquestionably

caused instantaneous death in a considerable number of

cases. Doubts on this subject cannot exist. In several of
the fatal examples persons in their usual health expired while
the process of inhalation was proceeding, and the deplo

rable catastrophes were clearly and indisputably referrible to

the poisonous action of chloroform, and to that cause alone-

These facts being perfectly well known to the medical

world, we could not imagine that any one had incurred the

awful responsibility of Advising the administration of chloro

form to her Majesty during a perfectly natural labour with

a seventh child. On inquiry, therefore, we were not at all

surprised to learn that in her late confinement the Queen

was not rendered insensible by chloroform or by any other

anaesthetic agent. "We state this with feelings of the highest

satisfaction. In no case could it be justifiable to administer
chloroform in perfectly ordinary labour; but the responsibility

of advocating such a proceeding in the case of the Sovereign
of these realms would, indeed, be tremendous. Probably
some officious meddlers about the Court so far overruled her

Majesty's responsible professional advisers as to lead to the

pretence of administering chloroform, but we believe the

obstetric physicians to whose ability the safety of our illus

trious Queen is confided do not sanction the use of chloroform

in natural labour. Let it not be supposed that we would un

dervalue the immense importance of chloroform in surgical

operations. We know that an incalculable amount of agony
is averted by its employment. On thousands of occasions it

has been given without injury, but inasmuch as it has

destroyed life in a considerable number of instances, its un

necessary inhalation involves, in our opinion, an amount of

responsibility which words cannot adequately describe.

We have felt irresistibly impelled to make the foregoing
observations, fearing the consequences of allowing such a

rumour respecting a dangerous practice in one of our

national palaces to pass uurefuted. Royal examples are

followed with extraordinary readiness by a certain class of

society in this country.

W« observe that the authorities of the University of St.

Andrews complain that the diplomas of graduation issued by

them are charged with a stamp duty. They represent that

this is an impost pressing unfairly npon their University,

inasmuch as the University of London is exempt from it. It
may, we think, be very justly contended that the imposition

of a stamp duty on the granting of a diploma is objectionable

on the general ground that it must operate as a tax upon
education, than which no tax can well be worse in principle

or more mischievous in operation. But we think the authorities

of St. Andrews, in forsaking that fundamental objection, and

seeking to strengthen their position by an endeavour to show

a special grievance, have not acted with due consideration or

full knowledge of facts. Thcro is a wide difference between

theirrelation to the State and that occupied by the University

of London, which renders all comparison as to this question

inapplicable. In the case of the University of St. Andrews,
the professors, the examiners, and the University chest are

directly interested in passing candidates for degrees; to each

a share of the fees is awarded; and, regarding the matter in a

strictly fiscal point of view, the Chancellor of the Exchequer

may with some show of reason maintain that an institution

conducted with a view to private or corporate profit should

contribute to the public necessities. The relation of the

University of London is totally different. No examiner, nor

I other person is directly or indirectly interested in the passing

of candidates; nor does the University itself benefit in the

slightest degree. The senate is amenable to Parliamentary

responsibility. A Parliamentary grant provides the funds
necessary for its government, and in the yearly estimate of

what is required the income from fees is taken into account.

It would be a simple absurdity to burthen degrees conferred
by a body holding such a relation to the State with a stamp

duty. It would be passing money from the left pocket into
the right.

This is why the University of Loudon is exempted from the

stamp duty on its diplomas, and it will bo seen at once that

the case is altogether exceptional. At the same time we are
far from entertaining the opinion that the other British

Universities are in any degree placed at a disadvantage as

regards competition with the metropolitan University. In
addition to the necessarily heavy expences attending a pro

fessional education and examinations spread over a period of

six, seven, or in some cases nine years, the fees for the M.D.

degree amount to £22, and the severity of the examinations

must still further limit the number of candidates. That the

northern Universities have not suffered in consequence of the

foundation of a University in London is, moreover, conclu

sively proved by the fact that the number of applicants for

degrees has of late years been greater than in former times.

A mornixo paper lately gave a report of a meeting held at
a house in Bloomsbury-square which is diguified with the

title of '•hospital," and is appropriated to tho globulistic

humbug. Who do the respectable and legally- qualified
medical practitioners of Middlesex think occupied the chair

on the occasion ! We must tell them. It was no less a person
than Lord Robert Grosvenor, their county member. In the
course of the proceedings the noble lord said that " he re

gretted there was not a more numerous attendance at the
" meeting. He could not account for it; but he believed
" there was an apathy on the part of the public with regard
" to the support of these hospitals. He hoped, however, that

''this institution had done nothing to cause tho public to
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