ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM TO THE QUEEN. 453

A veny extraordinary report has obtained general circula-
tion connected with the recent accouchement of her most gra-
cious Majesty Queen VicTor1s. It has always been understood
by the profession that the births of the Royal children in
all instances have.been unattended by any peculiar or un-
toward circumstances. Intense astonishment, therefore, has
been excited throughout the profession by the rumour that
her Majesty during her last labour was placed under the
influence of chlorofdrm, an agent which has unquestionably
caused instantaneous death in a considerable number of
cases. Doubts on this subject cannot exist. In several of
the fatal examples persons in their usual health expired while
the process of inhalation was proceeding, and the deplo-
rable catastrophes were clearly and indisputably referrible to
the poisonous action of chloroform, and to that cause alone.

These facta being perfectly well known to the medical
world, we could not imagine that any one had incurred the
awful responsibility of Advising the administration of chloro-
form to her Majesty during a perfectly natural labour with
a. seventh child. On inquiry, therefore, we were not at all
sarprised to learn that in her late confinement the Queen
was not rendered insensible by chloroform or by any other
anssthetic agent. 'We state this with feelings of the highest
satisfaction. In no case could it be justifiable to administer
chloroform in perfectly ordinary labour; but the responsibility
of advocating such a proceeding in the case of the Sovereign
of these realms would, iudeed, be tremendous. Probably
sowme officions meddlers about the Court so far overruled her
Majesty’s respounsible professional advisers as to lead to the
pretence of administering chloroform, but we believe the
obstetric physicians to whose ability the safety of our illus-
trious Queen is confided do not sanction the use of chloroform
in natoral labour. Let it not be supposed that we would un-
dervalue the immense importance of chloroform in surgical
operations. We know that an incalculable amount of agony
saverted by its employment. On thousands of occasions it
has been given without injury, but inasmuch as it has
destroyed life in a considerable number of instances, its un-
necessary inhalation involves, in our opinion, an amount of
responsibility which words caunot adequately describe.

‘We have felt irresistibly impelled to make the foregoing
obeervations, fearing the consequences of allowing such a
rumour respecting a dangerous praotiee in one of our
national palaces to pass usrefuted. Royal examples are
followed with extraordinary readiness by a certain class of
society in this country.
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